
Excellence	In	Education	Award	2018-2020	–	Saira	Waseem	

Here	is	an	excerpt	from	the	nomination	form…	

Saira Waseem is nominated for the Excellence in Education Award, with the full support and 
encouragement of our Ontario Psi membership and that of many colleagues who know and work 
with Saira, within the Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board (HWDSB). 	

Saira sets extremely high standards for herself and for those with whom she works. She is always 
willing to stretch and learn new ideas studying the most current and relevant research to share 
with colleagues and implement where and as needed. She puts theory into practice. True to being 
a leader, Saira has the ability to bring others along on her professional journey. Her outstanding 
skills in curriculum knowledge and implementation, along with her outstanding leadership skills 
were recognized and have been rewarded. Through an initiative of the Ontario Ministry of 
Education, Saira was invited to become a “Demonstration Teacher” (2011-2013) working in a 
cluster of inner city schools. The students here posed many challenges that were heightened by 
English as a Second Language (ESL), extreme poverty and other pressing social issues. Saira 
tapped into her personal experiences and broad-based knowledge in diversity studies and more 
than rose to the occasion. Her subtle and powerful influence is not only felt at the school level 
but is also recognized at the district level.   

As an “Instructional Coach” (2013-2016) working in a cluster of schools and currently as a 
“Program Consultant-Kindergarten to Grade 12” (2017-present) Saira’s approach is always 

positive, unassuming, open, invitational, thoughtful, non- judgmental and supportive. She builds 
professional and personal relationships wherever she goes, and consistently “includes all voices 
at the table” whether present or not! She actively listens to understand. She is a master facilitator 
and coach leading others to come to their own understanding. Saira models integrity and respect 

for all. She takes her role and responsibilities as an educator very seriously. One can always 
depend on Saira. She is highly knowledgeable and up-to-date with the Ontario Ministry of 

Education’s directives and initiatives as well as those of the HWDSB. Saira demonstrates this 
knowledge through creating working documents to implement at the school and system levels. 
Her reach and influence are wide. This is a further testament to her exemplary leadership skills.	

 


