
Xi - One Year In 

Since Covid-19 was declared a pandemic and lockdowns became a way of life, Ontario Xi Chapter 

continues to thrive amid all the safety measures.  Here are some of the ways Xi’s sisters have 

encouraged and upheld themselves and others during this difficult time. 

Members participated in a wonderful drive by birthday celebration for our dear sister, 

Elaine McFarling, on May 28th last year and then were crushed to learn of her passing 

on June 15th less than a month later.  Since we could not participate physically in the 

farewell for our beloved sister, each member of our group contributed to a large 

homemade dinner for Elaine’s family including flowers and gifts which was greatly 

appreciated.  

Three more special birthdays were celebrated in our chapter last year.  Joyce Nicolson, Beverley Brazeau 

and Steph Hattie all reached their 80th milestone.  For two of the birthdays, we celebrated with a drive 

by and 

then a 

masked, 

socially 

distanced 

garage 

visit.  True 

to 

Northern 

Ontario weather, the first was in the pouring rain and the second in frigid winds and snow, but it was 

wonderful seeing each other. 

Instead of our usual meeting at Loretta’s beautiful home 

in September, we opted for the great outdoors in the 

Sault’s Bellevue Park where we were able to see the last 

of the summer blooms, chat about how the pandemic 

was affecting everyone and then planned our year as 

best we could.  As not all members were comfortable 

with Zoom, we decided to have a monthly online 

newsletter meeting.  It seems to be working very well! 

 

Later in the fall after sending our ITE Scholar, Josefina Senese greetings and a gift card, our sister, Diane 

Marshall, was told that Josefina’s bike had been stolen.  Diane immediately rallied our members for 

personal donations and a $300 cheque was sent to Josefina’s ADK contact, Arlene Hart, to help with the 

purchase of a new bike.  Safe biking, Josefina! 

Perhaps the best way our group has stayed connected during these long months is a Chat Calendar, 

another of Loretta Harrison’s wonderful ideas.  Each month members are assigned a day to write about 

a specific topic or simply to share whatever they wish.   It has been a great success, and we will continue 

the calendars until we can gather safely together again in person which we all hope will be soon.  


