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 “Uncovering Truth in the Face 

of Injustice”

   Wanda Smith, Virginia Gamma Chi, engaged 

members with a preassigned media perspective on 

the Greensboro Massacre on November 3, 1979. It 

began with participants asking themselves what is 

truth and participating in an experimental activi-

ty on seeing a duck or a bunny in a photo on the 

screen. Participants agreed that differences are 

based on the truth and that what we see individ-

ually may be different. After this, Wanda present-

ed the equity lesson that was taught in 

Amherst County Virginia, 

in the spring of 2021 

to sixth- and 12th-

grade students. It 

was noted to students 

that in 1979, media 

consisted of television, 

radio and print. The lesson 

examined the perspectives from 

eight forms of media of that 

time, and students discussed the 

biases that were presented by 

these forms. Conclusions were 

significant among the students, 

but a few conclusions agreed that 

extremism in any form can be dan-

gerous. Also, because media sometimes 

uses persuasive speech, one should exam-

ine various media before making any decision. 

Wanda concluded by looking at the implications 

for us as Alpha Delta Kappa members and re-

viewed how this equality lesson was received by 

her community. 

“Virtual Learning in China” 

   Wear an approved shirt, keep a smile on your 

face, and be careful about any maps used in the 

lesson—they might need approval first. Those 

were a few of the tantalizing tidbits Sherry Sub-

lett, Alabama Beta Lambda, shared about her 

experiences working part-time for the past three 

years as an independent contractor for VIPKid, a 

Chinese company headquartered in Beijing. As a 

retired special needs teacher in Alabama, Sherry 

uses her teaching skills and creative energy to 

deliver 30-minute lessons based on the compa-

ny-provided curriculum to improve reading and 

speaking skills with children wishing to 

improve their English. These private 

lessons are paid for by parents 

and are recorded by VIPKid, 

as well as monitored by staff 

affiliated with several Chinese uni-

versities. Sherry receives training, 

feedback and coaching from an 

assigned “learning partner” at dif-

ferent intervals. It was fascinating 

to hear about Sherry’s experienc-

es, and it was obvious how her 

teaching expertise and warm 

personality has led to much 

success with her lucky stu-

dents. Besides the joy teaching 

brings, she earns extra cash 

for retirement fun! 

 “Alpha Delta Kappa 

Needs Diverse Books”

   Dedra Van Gelder, Carmen 

Belanger and Polly Callahan, all of 

Maryland Alpha Beta, encouraged us 

to explore the little “C” books, which focus on 

what makes a culture. They encourage us to ex-

amine books that not only give us a chance to see 

ourselves in them but also to learn about others 

through them, in what Dr. Rudine Sims Bishop 

describes as “Mirrors, Windows, and Sliding Glass 

Doors.” This phrase emphasizes the importance 

of how children see themselves in books and 

how they can also learn about the lives of others. 

These Alpha Delta Kappa librarians shared tips 

and resources to further our knowledge of diverse 
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cultures by introducing us to a variety of diverse 

books for all age levels.  

   This fast-paced session focused on multicul-

tural literature written by and for people of color 

and other marginalized groups. It stressed the 

importance of seeing yourself in books, especially 

for young children. Books need to be a mirror to 

your life. Unfortunately, racialized people don’t 

often see themselves mirrored in books that cel-

ebrate their family, diversity, and culture. Books 

for elementary, middle and high school students 

were recommended, as well as a comprehensive 

list for adult readers including links to free audio 

books and social media links. Participants were 

encouraged to be open and to listen. “We all have 

racist and judgmental thoughts. With the best in-

tentions, we can get it wrong. Forgive yourself and 

keep learning!” 

 “Sister to Sister: A Candid Discussion 

Panel on AΔK Diversity”
   International President-Elect Mollie Acosta 

and Phyllis Robinette, Colorado Eta, moderated 

a panel of sisters from across the country as 

they shared their experiences of being women of 

color. We heard from Brenda Henderson, Ala-

bama Alpha Iota, who grew up during the civil 

rights movement, participating in marches in 

Selma and later experiencing discrimination as 

a first-year teacher in Alaska. Nancy Martinez, 

Arizona Alpha Alpha, first experienced discrim-

ination as in kindergarten when her best friend 

told her she could not play with her anymore 

because she was Mexican. Madeline Bosma, Col-

orado Alpha Iota, a Native American, described 

how her father thought his children would be 

treated more fairly if they pretended to have a 

Spanish background. Anita Brown, California Al-

pha Lambda, attended elementary school in New 

Mexico and was called names such as “spick” 

and “wetback.” Dee Phillips, Pennsylvania Gam-

ma, experienced discrimination within the last 

five to 10 years when she was followed in a 

department store because the manager had told 

the guard that they were to follow Black people 

because they steal. As they shared their stories, 

it deepened our understanding of what actions 

we can take to make Alpha Delta Kappa more 

welcoming to all.  

“Sing Around the World”

   Lola Hatcher, Tennessee Alpha, presented songs 

from around the world. All would be great for 

elementary students as well as anyone with small 

children or grandchildren. Lola began the sing-

along with a familiar song to most of us, “Shoo 

Fly.” Lola presented other familiar songs: “Frere 

Jacques” and “Home on the Range.” Also, there 

were songs from across the world: “Grun, Grun, 

Grun” from Germany, “Cielito Lindo” from Spain, 

“The Welcome Song” from Kenya, a beautiful 

South African lullaby “Thula Baba Thula Sana” 

from Zambia, “The Holi Song” from India, “Jas-

mine Flower Song” from China, “Raspberry Song” 

from Japan, “Kookaburra” from Australia, “Rice 

Pudding” from Argentina and “De Colores” from 

Mexico. Sisters enjoyed singing along with Lola as 

she went over the lyrics of each song. 

If you would like a copy of the song lyrics and 

guitar chords, you may email Lola at 

lola.hatcher@ yahoo.com If you are interested in 

other resourc-es, she highly recommended Mama 

Lisa's World (www.mamalisa.com), a place for 

songs, rhymes and traditions from across the 

globe for kids and grownups!

“Quiz Time!”

   Phyllis Robinette, Colorado Eta, set up a fun 

quiz on AhaSlides. Participants joined with their 

names and states. Each question focused on an 

as-pect of the day’s workshops. This Diversity 

Path-way Quiz gave everyone a chance to reflect 

on the day’s learning. 


